Teacher’s Notes (Biographies)
Objective
Pupils will be able to write a biography.

Suggested Teaching Procedures
Warm up
· Show pupils photos of some famous people.
· Ask pupils to name these famous people and talk about what they know about them.
· Ask pupils how they know about these people and where they can get the information about these people, especially the ones who have passed away. Possible reasons are: People write down the stories of famous people. They publish books, produce films or make web pages about these people.
· Tell pupils that a biography is a piece of writing that introduces a person’s life. It records the life of a person in words so that people can still know about the person even after centuries.
Introduce a biography
· Watch an animation about Erica and her father going to the cinema.

· Listen to the conversation between Erica and her father. Ask pupils to guess the purposes of writing a biography. Possible purposes are: to remember a great person, to write down the good things a person did so that others can learn from him/her, etc.

· Continue to watch the animation. Help pupils identify the five key features in a biography:

1. Date of birth

2. Childhood
3. Major events

4. Achievements

5. Date of death (if the person has passed away)

· Click on different parts of the biography to listen to the descriptions again.

· Tell pupils about the use of tenses in a biography. 
· Use the simple past tense to talk about the past events of a person who has passed away or a person who is still alive. 
· Use the simple present tense to talk about the influences of a person or the present situation of a person who is still alive.
Introduce common words and phrases for writing a biography
· Show pupils some adjectives and verb phrases that can be used in writing a biography.
Activity 1: Adjectives for writing a biography
· Briefly introduce Mother Teresa to pupils.
· Tell pupils to read the sentences carefully. Pay attention to the key words in the sentences.
· Ask pupils to drag and drop the adjectives to the correct boxes.

· Tell pupils to click ‘Next’ to go on to the next page.

Activity 2: Verb phrases for writing a biography

· Tell pupils to read the sentences carefully. Pay attention to the key words in the sentences.
· Ask pupils to drag and drop the verb phrases to the correct boxes.

· Tell pupils to click ‘Next’ to go on to the next page.

Activity 3: A biography about Mother Teresa
· Ask pupils to arrange the paragraphs about Mother Teresa in the correct order. Tell them to drag and drop the paragraphs one after another.
· Ask pupils to read the biography about Mother Teresa after they have finished the activity.
· Tell pupils to click ‘Next’ to go on to the next page.
Task 1: Write a biography of Lang Lang
· Briefly introduce Lang Lang to pupils.
· Ask pupils to complete the biography about Lang Lang by typing in the information.
· Tell pupils to look at the questions in ‘Questions to help you’. The questions may give them some ideas.
· Remind pupils to click the hint button to get the information about Lang Lang if they need help in writing the biography.
· Remind pupils to use the words in ‘Words for you’.
· Tell pupils that they can click ‘Preview’ to read their work.

· Tell pupils to click ‘Print’ to print out their work when they have finished.

· Tell pupils to click ‘Next’ to go on to the next page. They can read an example of a biography about Lang Lang. Ask them to read their own work again.

· Tell pupils to click ‘Next’ to go on to the next page.

Task 2: Write a biography of J. K. Rowling
· Briefly introduce J .K. Rowling to pupils.
· Tell pupils to search for information about J. K. Rowling. The guiding questions may give them some ideas.
· Tell pupils that they can click the weblinks in the program for some useful information about J. K. Rowling.
· Remind pupils to jot notes while surfing the Internet.
· Tell pupils to type the biography in the space provided.

· Tell pupils that they can click ‘Preview’ to read their work. Remind them to proofread their work.
· Tell pupils to click ‘Print’ to print out their work after they have finished. Ask them to proofread each other’s work.
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